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Introduced by M of A MORELLE, JAFFEE, PERRY, MAGNARELLI, ROSENTHAL,
CUSI CK, GUNTHER, ORTI Z, PAULI N, TI TONE, DI NOW TZ, GOTTFRI ED,
M G MLLER, BENEDETTO, BRONSON, GALEF, COLTON, BRI NDI SI, SKARTADCS,
STI RPE, FAHY, SIMANOW TZ, WEPRIN, BLAKE, ARROYO, HARRIS, TH ELE
JEAN-PIERRE -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ABINANTI, BARCLAY
BRABENEC, BRAUNSTEI N, CAHI LL, COOK, CURRAN, CYMBROWN TZ, DE LA ROSA,
DenDEKKER, ENGLEBRI GHT, FI NCH, FI TZPATRI CK, GARBARI NO, HEVESI, HOOPER
JENNE, JOHNS, KOLB, LAWRENCE, LIFTON, LUPARDO, MAGEE, MALLI OTAKI S
McDONALD, McDONOUGH, MONTESANO, MORINELLO, PRETLOWN RAIA, RAMOS
RI VERA, STEC, WALTER, ZEBROWSKI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on H gher Education -- committee discharged, bill amended
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee --
reported and referred to the Conmittee on Codes -- reported and
referred to the Commttee on Ways and Means -- reported and referred
to the Conmmittee on Rules -- Rules Committee discharged, bill amended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to the Cormittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to the educational prepa-
ration for practice of professional nursing; and the creation of a
tenmporary nursing program eval uati on conm ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The legislature hereby finds and declares that wth the
increasing conplexity of the Anerican healthcare systemand rapidly
expandi ng technol ogy, the educational preparation of the registered
professional nurse nmust be expanded. The nurse of the future nust be
prepared to partner with nultiple disciplines as a collaborator and
manager of the conplex patient care journey. Shorter |engths of stays,
hi gher patient acuity, and nore sophisticated technologies and proce-
dures are increasing the conplexity of patient care - which in turn
pl aces great demands on nursing conpetencies. Oher countries are
responding to these changes by requiring the baccal aureate degree as an

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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entry requirenent for nursing licensure while other professions are
demanding master and doctoral degrees as their entry point. Severa

recent research studies clearly denonstrate the added value of addi-
tional education in relation to inproved patient outconmes. The |egisla-
ture finds that expanding the educational requirenents for the profes-
sion of nursing, while maintaining the nultiple entry points into the
profession, is needed. This legislation affects future nurses graduat-
ing from associate degree or diploma nursing progranms who woul d be
required to obtain a baccalaureate in nursing within ten years of
initial licensure. Al current nurses licensed in New York and students
in prograns preparing for registered professional nursing are to be
exenpt fromthe new requirenent. This legislation is mrrored after the
progressi ve education requirenent for teachers in New York state. Numer-
ous regul atory and accrediting bodies have recommended this change as a
means to address sophisticated patient care needs resulting fromshorter
Il engths of stay, higher acuity and nore sophisticated interventions.

This proposal is the result of a growi ng body of research evidence that
additional education results in better patient outcones. Therefore by
requiring the baccalaureate degree for continued registration as a
regi stered professional nurse this |l egislation seeks to be responsive to
meet the increasingly conplex health care needs of the residents of New
York state.

§ 2. 1. Atenporary commission, to be known as the nursing program
evaluation comission (hereinafter "conm ssion"), is hereby created to
make reconmendati ons on the follow ng:

a. barriers to entry into nursing, including, but not limted to
cultural barriers, economc barriers, and conpliance barriers;

b. the availability and access to baccal aureate prograns, including
such availability and access for non-traditional students, rural
students, and students of diverse cultural backgrounds;

c. the financial barriers to entry into baccal aureate prograns; and

d. other alternative equivalents through which nurses may obtain
training and experience.

2. The conmission shall consist of nine nenbers as follows: two
menbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; two menbers
shal | be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; one nenber
shall be appointed by the mnority |leader of the senate; one nenber

shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly; and three
menbers shall be appointed by the governor. The comm ssion nenbers shal
be appointed within 60 days after this act shall have becone a | aw
Menbers so appointed shall be representative of patient advocates, nurs-
es, and related health care professionals. At |east one nenber shall be
a nurse and a nmenber of a duly recogni zed coll ective bargai ning organ-
i zati on and does not have a supervisory or managerial role. At |east one
menber shall be a RN in nursing higher education with acadenic creden-
tials from a school that has a baccal aureate and hi gher degree nursing
prograns. No nenber, officer or enployee of the conmssion shall be
disqualified from holding any other public office or enploynent, nor
shall he or she forfeit any such office or enploynent by reason of his
or her appointment hereunder, notw thstanding the provisions of any
general, special or local law, ordinance or city charter.

3. The nmenbers of the commission shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder

4. The commi ssion shall nmake a report of its findings, including any
recomendations for legislative action as it my deem necessary and
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appropriate, to the governor and the legislature no later than twelve
months after this act shall have becone a | aw.

8 3. Subdivision 2 of section 6905 of the education |aw, as amended by
chapter 994 of the laws of 1971 and such section as renunbered by chap-
ter 50 of the laws of 1972, is anended to read as foll ows:

(2) Education: have received an education, and a di ploma or degree in
prof essi onal nursing, in accordance with the conmi ssioner's regul ations,
and in order to continue to maintain registration as a regqgistered
professional nurse in New York state, have attained a baccalaureate
degree or higher in nursing within ten years of initial licensure in
accordance with the conmi ssioner's regulations. The departnment, in its
discretion, may issue a conditional registration to a licensee who fails
to conplete the baccal aureate degree but who agrees to neet the addi-
tional requirenent within one yvear. The fee for such a conditiona

registration shall be the sane as, and in addition to, the fee for the
triennial registration. The duration of such conditional registration
shal | be for one year and nmay be extended, with the paynent of a fee,

for no nore than one additional year, unless the applicant can show good
cause for non-conpliance acceptable to the departnment. Any licensee who
is notified of the denial of a registration for failure to conplete the
addi tional educational requirenments and who practices as a registered
prof essi onal nurse w thout such registration may be subject to discipli-
nary proceedings pursuant to section sixty-five hundred ten of this
title;

8 4. The provisions of this act shall not apply to:

a. any student entering a generic baccalaureate program preparing
regi stered professional nurses after the effective date of this act;

b. any student currently enrolled in, or having an application pendi ng
in, a program preparing registered nurses as of the effective date of
this act;

c. any person already licensed as a registered professional nurse or
any unlicensed graduate professional nurse who is eligible to take the
Nati onal Council Licensure Exam nation as of the effective date of this
act .

8 5. Any individual covered by section four of this act shall be
deened fully licensed provided that such individual neets the require-
ments set forth by article 139 of the education | aw.

§ 6. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however that
section three of this act shall take effect eighteen nonths after this
act shall have becone a | aw.




